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Page 20 [discussing American “duplicity” following the signing of the 1973 Paris Agreement] 

…In spite of limitations imposed on it by the decisions of the U.S. Congress, President Nixon’s 

administration plotted to continue to maintain its neo-colonial regime in South Vietnam.  After it 

was forced to withdraw all of its expeditionary troops from South Vietnam, the U.S. government 

still hoped that the Saigon Army would be strong enough to effectively be able to deal with the 

opposing army because of continuing American aid, the modern weapons and equipment that the 

U.S. had given to it, the gigantic military bases that the U.S. forces had left behind, the U.S. 

military advisors operating under the guise of civilian employees, and the threat of U.S. military 

forces based in areas such as northern Thailand, Guam, the Philippines, as well as the U.S. 7
th

 

Fleet.   

Page 21 

 In addition, the U.S. government continued to strongly play its diplomatic game of 

pretending to be friendly with both the Soviet Union and China and to work to deepen the 

divisions between these two powerful countries with the goal of reducing to the greatest extent 

possible the support and help these two countries were providing to the Vietnamese people’s 

resistance cause.  The evil, crafty American diplomatic activities created difficulties for us and 

did have a certain effect on our people’s resistance efforts.
1
  In fact, from 1969 on the Soviet 

Union had reduced its military aid, and Vietnam did not receive one single additional missile.
2
  

By the years 1974-1975 the amount of aid being provided to Vietnam by the Soviet Union and 

                                                
1
 The Americans themselves acknowledged that, “after the Paris Agreement was signed, the Soviet Union ended 

military aid to North Vietnam in accordance with Washington’s desires.  Similarly, in 1974 China significantly 

reduced its aid to North Vietnam” (Henry A. Kissinger, White House Years. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 

Page 1465). 
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 General Vo Nguyen Giap: Tổng hành Dinh trong mùa xuân toàn thắng [The General Headquarters in the Spring of 
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China was virtually insignificant.  In 1973 the Soviet Union provided 248 million rubles worth of 

military aid to Vietnam, but in 1974 Soviet military aid fell to only 98 million rubles, and in 

1975 it was only 76 million rubles.  Similarly, Chinese military aid to Vietnam was being 

constantly reduced.  In 1973 Chinese military assistance totaled 1.145 billion renmin te, but in 

1974 it was only 452 million renmin te, and in 1975 it fell to only 196 million renmin te.  And if 

we talk just about weapons and equipment, in 1973 the aid provided by these two countries was 

only 60% of the amount provided in 1972; in 1974 it was only 34% of the 1972 level, and in 

1975 it was reduced even more, down to only 11% of the 1972 level.
3
 

Page 22 

However, the U.S. had not counted on the fact that Vietnam’s domestic and foreign policies 

during the last years of our resistance war against the Americans to save the nation were 

relatively independent. We had been able to win widespread sympathy and support from the 

peoples and the nations of the world and we were not controlled to any significant extent by the 

Soviet Union or China. In addition, at this time the entire Vietnamese nation was making the 

greatest possible effort to provide the manpower and resources necessary to carry out our goal of 

liberating all of South Vietnam and of reunifying our Fatherland. …. 

Page 50 [After discussion of the Politburo and Central Military Party Committee meetings of late 

June 1973 that consists almost entirely of quotes from General Vo Nguyen Giap’s “The General 

Headquarters In the Spring of Total Victory,” pages 56-67] 

…Following these meetings, from 19 June to 6 July 1973 the Party Central Committee held its 

21
st
 Party Plenum in Hanoi.  During this important conference a whole range of major and urgent 

issues were addressed and systematically resolved by the Party. These issues included: Will the 

Nguyen Van Thieu Government strictly and seriously implement the Paris Agreement?  Can we 

achieve the unification of our nation through peaceful means?  Will the United States re-

intervene?  And if it does intervene, what would be the level of American intervention if we 

decide to totally liberate South Vietnam through the path of revolutionary violence?  What will 

be the thoughts and attitudes of our two strategic allies, the Soviet Union and China, in this 

event?  To what extent will they support us when we carry out our decision to liberate South 

Vietnam? 

 After reviewing the great victories of transformational importance that the Vietnamese 

revolution had won and the reasons for these victories, and after assessing the situation on the 

battlefields of South Vietnam, the conference concluded that ever since the Paris Agreement on 

Vietnam was signed, even though the American imperialists had been forced to end their war of 

aggression, to withdraw all of their military units (and the military units of their allies) from 

South Vietnam, and to end the bombing and blockade of North Vietnam, “there is still not 

ceasefire in South Vietnam and peace has not yet truly been restored.  The Saigon puppet 

government, with American assistance, is continuing to launch attacks aimed at seizing and 

occupying the liberated zones and the contested zones, especially in the rich, heavily populated 
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lowland areas in order to eliminate the current posture in which the forces of the two sides are 

intermingled. 

Page 51 

In some places the fighting is ferocious, although the fighting is not as intense or on the same 

scale as it was before. At the same time, the enemy is constantly launching police operations to 

suppress and repress the people in the areas that they control The Paris Agreement on Vietnam 

has been seriously violated by the enemy and the enemy’s violations are continuing.” 

 As for the American imperialists, the Central Committee concluded that “the basic 

American imperialist policy in Vietnam is to continue to implement the ‘Nixon Doctrine’ in 

order to impose an American-style neocolonialist regime in South Vietnam and to keep our 

country divided.”  In order to achieve this strategic goal, the American imperialists would 

continue to support the Saigon government and to strengthen it in every respect so that it could 

use counter-revolutionary violence to maintain and strengthen the yoke of their rule, and it would 

use every means possible to weaken our revolutionary forces in order to eventually completely 

destroy our revolutionary forces in South Vietnam. At the same time, the U.S. would take 

maximum advantage of the tendency toward détente in the international community by using 

diplomatic and economic tricks and the policy of equalizing the forces of the big powers to block 

the development of the Vietnamese revolution. 

 Given these conditions, our Party’s Central Committee anticipated that there were two 

possibilities for the future course of the South Vietnamese revolution: 

 1.-Through our active and aggressive struggle efforts on the political, military, and 

diplomatic fronts, we might be able to gradually force the enemy to implement the Paris 

Agreement on Vietnam and peace would be truly restored. 

Page 52 

Although the struggle of the South Vietnamese people to achieve complete independence and 

democracy might still take a long time and be difficult and complicate, it would steadily grow 

and be in a position from which it would be able to advance strongly. 

 2.-On the other hand, if because of the strategic plots of the American imperialists to hold 

onto Indochina and Southeast Asia and because of the extremely stubborn and reactionary nature 

of the U.S. and their traitorous, bureaucratic, militaristic puppet ruling clique in Saigon, the 

enemy continued to sabotage the Paris Agreement, military clashes could continue to increase 

and the scale and intensity of the fighting could continue to grow, then we would have to carry 

out a ferocious and difficult revolutionary war to defeat the enemy and win complete victory. 

 The Politburo Plenum affirmed that “The course of revolution is the course of 

revolutionary violence. No matter what happens, we must firmly seize opportunities, maintain 

our policy of the strategic offensive, and provide flexible guidance and leadership to advance the 

cause of the South Vietnamese Revolution.” 

 The Plenum laid out the following short-term mission for the South Vietnamese 

revolution to carry out: to intensify the struggle on all three fronts (political, military, and 



 

 

diplomatic). The Plenum laid out the following missions for North Vietnam: to strive to support 

the front-line battlefields and to resurrect and expand the economy so that North Vietnam could 

always be the solid basis of support for the South Vietnamese revolution, with the ultimate goal 

of accomplishing our goals of liberating South Vietnam and unifying our nation. … 

 

Page 383 [discussing the battle of Xuan Loc] 

…From 11 to 14 April, the enemy added three brigades (two marine brigades and one airborne 

brigade, one ranger group, one infantry regiment, eight artillery battalions, and two armored 

squadrons to the forces fighting on the Xuan Loc Front.  If we count in the 18
th
 Division and the 

units deployed at Xuan Loc, the enemy had massed 50% of III Corps’ infantry forces, 60% of III 

Corps’ artillery,  and most of III Corps’ tanks and armored personnel carriers (300 vehicles) for 

this battle, along with strategic reserve forces equivalent to a full division. 

Page 384 

In addition, the enemy also mobilized aircraft from the Bien Hoa and Tan Son Nhat Airbases to 

provide the greatest possible fire support to this battle, with an average of 80 sorties per day. The 

enemy created many difficulties for us and inflicted many losses on our forces.
4
 Of particular 

note, out of despair the Saigon Army’s Joint General Staff, after securing permission from the 

Americans, decided to use a C-130 to drop two CBU-55 bombs on one of our troop assembly 

areas at 1400 hours on 12 April 1975. This bomb was a weapon of mass destruction that was 

being used for the first time on the battlefields of South Vietnam. Because they were in too much 

of a hurry, the enemy dropped the bombs on Xuan Vinh Village, an area that was very close to 

Xuan Loc City. The bombs burned all the oxygen in the area, killing and wounding hundreds of 

people. … 

Page 396 

…The series of successive victories that our soldiers and civilians had won on the battlefields of 

Cochin China and extreme southern Central Vietnam (and especially our victory at Xuan Loc in 

Long Khanh) in pushing open the “steel gate” to Saigon’s eastern approaches caused fear and 

terror among U.S. and Saigon government leaders. From Saigon U.S. Ambassador Martin sent 

an urgent report to President Gerald Ford: “North Vietnamese Army units are now gathering in 

the Saigon area from every direction, together with a massive logistics support force … It is 

possible that the city will be surrounded and isolated within the next one or two weeks. The 

Government (the Republic of Vietnam) may be able to reinforce one or two fronts by 

withdrawing forces from the Can Tho or My Tho areas, but that will not be able to prolong the 

survival of Saigon for more than about a week because North Vietnamese troops are capable of 

almost instantly eliminating these reinforcements.” 

Page 397 
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 During the first phase of the battle (9 to 11 April), 7th Division lost more than 300 officers and men killed and 

wounded, 341st Division lost 1,200 killed or wounded, our forces lost six tanks destroyed, and almost all of our 

57mm and 85mm artillery pieces were destroyed by enemy bombs and artillery shells. 



 

 

 For the U.S., at this time the most urgent problem was to ensure the safe evacuation of 

Americans from Saigon and to feverishly seek to find a way to install a government capable of 

“negotiating” with the other side.  Faced with the pressure of the deteriorating situation and 

pressure from the United States, Nguyen Van Thieu was forced to reluctantly agree to resign so 

that he would be allowed to leave the country safely to live in exile rather than being overthrown.  

On the morning of 21 April 1975, with an audience of 200 high-ranking officials of the Saigon 

Government, Nguyen Van Thieu gave a speech in which he bitterly criticized the American 

“betrayal” and announced that he was resigning and turning power over to the Vice President of 

the Republic of Vietnam, Nguyen Van Huong.  

 Immediately after taking over as President, Tran Van Huong, with American support, 

issued an order that said he would “fight the communists to the last drop of blood.” He asked the 

Saigon Army’s Joint General Staff to immediately reorganize and rebuild its forces and realign 

its dispositions in order to be able to hold on to what was left of Military Region 3 and Military 

Region 4. … 

Page 412 

…During the last days of April 1975, in the face of the rapidly changing situation on the 

battlefield and the overwhelming power of the Liberation Army’s attacks, the Saigon 

government and the Saigon army continued to suffer from serious splits and divisions.  On 26 

April 1975 Nguyen Van Thieu, Cao Van Vien, and many other high-ranking Saigon government 

officials left the country and fled to safety abroad. At this time a number of senior generals in the 

Saigon army were working to seize the Presidency, but this plan was not supported by the 

Americans or by the French.  At this time, Saigon was tightly surrounded and our troop columns 

had now assembled in the jumping-off areas from which they would launch their attacks.  … 

Page 427 

…The appearance of the Liberation Army’s main force corps-sized units around Saigon 

deepened the splits and divisions within the Saigon government. On the night of 27 April, the 

Saigon National Assembly and Senate voted to allow Tran Van Huong to turn the Presidency of 

the Republic of Vietnam over to Duong Van Minh.  On 28 April, after signing an order to 

“defend the area we still hold to the death,” Cao Van Vien, the Chief of the Saigon Army’s Joint 

General Staff, hastily fled the country to seek refuge abroad. A number of other terrified Saigon 

army generals and senior officers and their families sought to find a way to leave the country. At 

1730 hours on the afternoon of 28 April, Tran Van Huong, the “8-day President,” was forced to 

conduct a ceremony to turn power over to Duong Van Minh, a general who the Americans 

thought had “neutralist political tendencies” and who they thought was “a representative of the 

third force” in South Vietnam’s political arena. 

Page 428 

Duong Van Minh chose Nguyen Van Huyen, formerly the Chairman of the Saigon 

Government’s Senate, as his Vice-President and he chose Vu Van Mau as his Prime Minister. 

During his inaugural ceremony to take over as President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 

Forces of the Republic of Vietnam, Duong Van Minh appealed to the army to “keep your ranks 

firm and defend your positions in order to accomplish your mission, which is to defend the 



 

 

territory that we have left.”  At the same time he requested a cease-fire and asked that a peace 

conference be convened within the framework of the Paris Agreement.  In his Cable No. 

033TT/VT dated 28 April 1975 and sent to the U.S. Ambassador in Saigon, Duong Van Minh 

wrote: “I respectfully request that you, Mr. Ambassador, direct that the personnel of the Defense 

Attache’s Office (DAO) leave Vietnam within 24 hours, effective 29 April 1975, so that a 

peaceful solution to the Vietnam problem can be quickly reached.” … 

Page 442 

…The Saigon regime had reached the hour of its demise. At this time U.S. Ambassador Martin 

and a number of high-ranking officials of the U.S. Embassy who remained in Saigon were 

arranging the final evacuation flights to save the lives of their personnel and their families, but at 

the same time they continued to wait for the results of their playing of the “card” of negotiating 

with the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provisional Revolutionary 

Government of the Republic of Vietnam through French Ambassador Merrillon. 

Page 443 

Martin also pressured Duong Van Minh to call on the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam 

to “defend the territory that is left.”  At the same time, a delegation led by Nguyen Van Diep, 

who was then the Minister of Commerce and Industry in Duong Van Minh’s Cabinet, was sent to 

Davis Station inside Tan Son Nhut Airbase at noon on 29 April to request a meeting with our 

delegation in the Four-Party Joint Military Commission to deliver a proposal for a negotiated 

military and political settlement.
5
  Later, at 1600 hours that same afternoon, Duong Van Minh 

sent Tran Ngoc Lieng out to Davis Station to inform our side that Duong Van Minh’s Cabinet 

had agreed that his forces would not “resist” our advancing forces.
6
 

 President Duong Van Minh, the person that the United States and that the various 

opposition political factions had believed “had an important role in the third force” and a number 

of trusted colleagues such as Vice-President Nguyen Van Huyen and Prime Minister Vu Van 

Mau tried everything they could think of to demonstrate that they truly wanted peace, even 

announcing that they were “releasing all political prisoners and demanding that the U.S. 

withdraw from Vietnam within 24 hours.”  However all of Martin’s and Duong Van Minh’s final 

efforts were unsuccessful.  Meanwhile, the sound of the guns being fired by the Liberation Army 

were now very close, finally forcing Marin and the remaining officials of the U.S. Embassy to 

jump aboard helicopters and fly out to the American fleet off the coast in order to return to the 

United States. 
Page 444 

 While Martin and Duong Van Minh were seeking to start negotiations in order to prolong 

the existence of the Saigon government, our Party members and individuals whose revolutionary 

                                                
5
 Among the members of this delegation were Nguyen Dinh Dau (who later became a member of the Ho Chi Minh 

City Fatherland Front) and Comrade To Van Cang (one of our intelligence officers). 
6
 Other members of this second delegation including Father Than Tin and Professor Chau Tam Luan. At Davis 

Station, our side suggested that the members of the delegation remain at Davis Station in order to avoid the 
dangers they might encounter if they tried to return home. 



 

 

consciousness had been awakened were working within the “third force” to utilize this time to 

carry out the missions that they had been given.  Party member Trieu Quoc Manh (whom we had 

inserted into the ranks of the third force), whom the Duong Van Minh Government had 

appointed as the new Director of the Capital National Police Headquarters on the night of 28 

April 1975, on his own authority disbanded the Police Special Branch offices in the capital. 

Then, in order to carry out “the President’s plan to negotiate,” Comrade Trieu Quoc Manh 

ordered the immediate dissolution of all police organizations that were responsible for attacking 

our revolutionary infrastructure, along with all precinct police headquarters and all grass-roots 

police organizations. He also ordered police stations and outposts not to open fire and granted 

permission for all police officers to return home to take care of their families. In reality, Saigon’s 

police force was totally neutralized as of 29 April. 

 On the morning of 30 April, Brigadier General Nguyen Huu Hanh, whom Duong Van 

Minh had appointed as Assistant to the Chief of the Saigon Army’s Joint General Staff and to 

whom Lieutenant General Vinh Loc, the Chief of the General Staff, had transferred total control 

over the Joint General Staff before Vinh Loc fled, went to see Duong Van Minh, accompanied 

by Lieutenant General Nguyen Huu Co.  General Hanh reported that the military situation in 

Saigon was “extremely tragic” as a way to pressure Duong Van Minh and Vu Van Minh to 

decide to announce that Saigon was an “open city” that would not offer any resistance. 

Page 445 

At a Cabinet meeting at 8:00 in the morning on 30 April 1975, after listening to Nguyen Huu 

Hanh’s briefing on the military situation, Duong Van Minh agreed to turn over the reins of 

power to the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam. Pursuant 

to an order issued by Duong Van Minh, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Vietnam, Vu Van 

Mau, drafted a statement appealing to the Saigon Army to unilaterally cease firing and turning 

over the government to the revolution. This statement was read over Saigon Radio at 09:30 A.M. 

However, by that time Duong Van Minh’s proclamation was of no value to the Liberation Army 

because in reality the Government of the Republic of Vietnam led by President Duong Van Minh 

had nothing left to turn over, and in any case even after that statement was broadcast many 

Saigon Army units continued to resist. … 

 

Page 451 

…And so, during the Ho Chi Minh Campaign (from 26 to 30 April 1975), our soldiers and 

civilians had annihilated or caused the disintegration of all of the enemy’s main force, local 

force, and police personnel of the 3
rd

 Tactical Zone, the rest of the enemy’s strategic reserve 

units, and the remnants of the enemy units that had escaped from Zones 1 and 2; had crushed the 

enemy’s governmental structure from the national level down to the grass-roots level; and had 

liberated all of Saigon-Gia Dinh and the provinces of Tay Ninh, Long An, Binh Duong, Bien 

Hoa, Ba Ria, and Vung Tau in Eastern Cochin China.  Our soldiers and civilians had eliminated 

250,000 enemy personnel from the field of battle, of which about 160,000 were killed or 

wounded and the rest simply disintegrated.  We had captured 500 artillery pieces, 400 tanks and 

armored personnel carriers, 800 aircraft, 600 warships and combat vessels, 270,000 weapons, 

and 3,000 military vehicles of all types. 



 

 

Page 452 

As for our side, our main force units lost more than 6,000 men killed and wounded and almost 

100 of our military vehicles were destroyed, including 33 tanks and armored personnel carriers. 

… 

Page 462 [In chapter titled “Conclusion”] 

…The Vietnamese people’s resistance war against the Americans to save the nation had ended in 

total victory. 

Page 463 

Our entire Party, our entire army, and our entire population in both halves of Vietnam had 

successfully carried out the strategic concept that our beloved Uncle Ho had laid out in His 1969 

“Tet Greeting”: “Fight to force the Americans withdraw, fight to topple the puppets,” and had 

united our country.  Over the course of a span of 21 years, the Vietnamese people had defeated a 

neo-colonialist war of aggression that was the largest, the longest, and the most ferocious war 

since the Second World War.  During this war, six successive American Presidents had drafted a 

strategic plan that had spent almost 700 billion dollars; mobilized 22,000 companies with almost 

six million industrial workers and more than one-thirds of the country’s scientists and 260 

American universities to research a strategic plan to develop and produce all types of weapons 

and military equipment; sent 6.5 million American soldiers to fight in the war, with a total of 

more than half a million soldiers in South Vietnam when the war was at its highest point; 

dropped 7,850,000 million [sic] tons of bombs and tens of millions of liters of herbicide; used 

their newest types of weapons and technology (except for nuclear weapons); and suffered a total 

of 360,000 casualties, including 58,1919 men killed. On the Vietnamese side, 1.1 million 

soldiers sacrificed their lives, 600,000 were wounded, 300,000 were missing in action, almost 2 

million civilians were killed, two million more were crippled or disabled, and two million people 

were exposed to poisonous chemicals [Agent Orange]. … 

 

 


